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Dear Property Owners,


For many years your Village Council has discussed the poor conditions of the roads in the Village of Bailey’s Prairie and has struggled to come up with a plan to make improvements.  Due to the limited financial resources of the Village, there is not much the Village can do without assistance. 
Members of the council have spoken with the Brazoria County Engineering Department, the County Judge and the Commissioners of Pct 2 & 4 on a number of occasions over the past years to see if the county could assist us.  Because of limitations in the state Transportation Code, their hands were legally tied. 
Representative Dennis Bonnen authored House Bill 2591 which was signed in June, 2007, by Governor Rick Perry.  This bill changed some of the provisions of the transportation code to allow county governments to assist municipal governments with road improvements.  There is, however, no requirement that county governments must assist.
In order to improve our roads, the property owners adjacent to the roads to be improved will have to agree to pay for the improvements under an assessment arrangement.  Property owners will vote on this project.  If 50% of the property owners vote for the project, we can request approval of Commissioner’s Court.

  Prior to a vote on the assessment, representatives from Brazoria County and Village of Bailey’s Prairie elected officials will conduct neighborhood meetings with the affected property owners to explain the process and answer any questions.   The dates and times of these meetings are below.
The roads under consideration to be improved are the roads in the Oakwood Creek Subdivision (including Sebesta Road), Sally Lake Subdivision, Westwood Subdivision, and Pecan Estates Subdivision.  Under our inter-local agreement with the county, the property owners would pay for the materials and the county would provide the labor and equipment.  Estimated costs are based on today’s cost figures.   The Brazoria County Engineer’s Office has identified all property owners and developed estimated cost figures for the projects.  They have also determined what the individual owner’s estimated assessed cost will be.  This information will all be presented at the meetings.
The following is a summary of the main process:
· The county Engineer’s Office will determine the cost estimate of the project
· The county Engineer’s Office will identify all property owners and what each property owner’s cost estimate will be for the   project
· The county Engineer’s Office will conduct an election prior to building the road
· Elections will be held by a mail out paper ballot from the Brazoria County Engineer’s Department

IF 50% OF THE PROPERTY OWNERS VOTE FOR THE ASSESSMENT
· Bailey’s Prairie will request approval of the project from Brazoria County Commissioner’s Court

· If approved, the County Engineer as well as Road and Bridge personnel will develop a time table and schedule to make the improvements. Tentatively, it appears it would take three to four years to fix all of the streets and roads
· The assessment will be paid to Brazoria County over a five year period. No interest charged, and the lien does not allow the county to foreclose on the property.  A lien will be placed on the affected property until the assessment is paid in full.
MEETING DATES
Westwood

Monday,  December 10, 2007
6:30 PM

Engineer’s Department Conference Room Pecan Estates

Tuesday, December 11, 2007
6:30 PM


Annex Courtroom 144

Sally Lake

Monday,  December 17, 2007
6:30 PM

Annex Courtroom 144

Check the NEW bailey’s prairie website frequently for updates
www.baileysprairie.org
